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For m at  o f  t h e Test  

 

There are two sect ions. 

 

Sect ion A includes an opt ional int roduct ion of the chosen topic last ing up to 

one m inute followed by a debate on the chosen issue in which the 

interviewer and candidate m aintain opposing standpoints. 

 

Sect ion A should last  for a m axim um  of 5 m inutes in total. 

 

Sect ion B is a discussion of at  least  two further unpredictable issues taken 

from  the General Topic Areas (GTAs)  given in the specificat ion and should 

last  for between 6 and 8 m inutes. 

 

The test  should conclude within 11-13 m inutes, but  sect ion A m ust  finish at  

5 m inutes.   

 

 

Assessm en t  Pr in cip les 

 

This unit  assesses com m unicat ion in spoken language and cr it ical analysis.  

I t  also covers understanding, which is in essence, a test  of listening skills.  

 

I t  is m arked posit ively out  of 40, by Edexcel exam iners. 

 

Spontaneity and developm ent  is m arked out  of 20 and assesses 

perform ance in relat ion to spontaneity, discourse and developm ent  during 

both sect ions of the test .  

 

Quality of language is assessed out  of 10 m arks with 5 m arks available for 

Accuracy and 5 m arks for Range of lexis. Pronunciat ion, intonat ion, the 

st ructures em ployed, lexis and gram m at ical accuracy are all taken into 

considerat ion when awarding these m arks. 

 

Reading and research accounts for up to 5 m arks and assesses evidence of 

the candidate having read Germ an texts and sources in preparat ion for the 

debate. Can d id at es sh ou ld  r ef er  t o  a t  least  t w o  su ch  sou r ces ,  g iv in g  

t h e n am es o f  t h e sou r ces. These m arks are awarded purely for Sect ion A. 

 

Crit ical Analysis is awarded up to 5 m arks. Here, exam iners assess how well 

the candidate is able to link ideas and whether he/ she gives a full evaluat ion 

of the key issues.   

 

Cent res should be aware that  Pearson Edexcel publish the guidance to 

exam iners on the website. This explains and defines the standards for 

spontaneity, discourse, developm ent  and other key assessm ent  pr inciples.     

 

 

Can d id at es ’  Per f o r m an ces 

 

Sect ion  A  

 



 
 

 

This part  of the assessm ent  is intended to be a debate, rather than just  a 

discussion or presentat ion. The teacher/ exam iner m ust  take the opposing 

view to that  of the candidate and he/ she should seek to challenge what  the 

candidate says. This will enable to candidate to use the language of debate, 

as required by the specificat ion. The purpose of Sect ion A is not  sim ply for 

the candidate to show all they know about  the topic as would be the case 

with a presentat ion. 

 

When the candidate init ially out lines his/ her stance there is no need for it  to 

be m ore than one or two sentences and it  should not  extend beyond the 

one m inute allowed.  Less successful candidates st ill tend to deliver pre-

learned m ater ial at  length when out lining their  stance.  

 

A close eye needs to be kept  on the t im ing of this sect ion of the 

exam inat ion as it  should not  exceed five m inutes, start ing from  when the 

candidate begins to out line his/ her stance on the chosen issue. I f Sect ion A 

is longer than five m inutes, it  erodes the t im e available for the discussion of 

the unpredictable topics in Sect ion B which m ight  im pact  on the m arks 

awarded. 

 

Cent res and candidates clearly put  careful thought  into select ing the issues 

and there was a m uch wider range of topics than has been the case in 

previous sessions. I n general, if a candidate selects an issue which they 

have st rong views on and perhaps feel passionate about , this leads to a 

bet ter debate. 

 

There was a further increase in the num ber of candidates arguing in favour 

of a vegan lifestyle. The range of issues selected by candidates can be seen 

from  this:  

 

I  am  against  self-scanning check-outs in superm arkets. 

I  am  against  vaping. 

I  am  in favour of hom e schooling. 

I  am  against  surrogate pregnancies. 

I  believe organ donat ion should be com pulsory. 

Public t ransport  should be free of charge. 

 

Cent res are rem inded that  personal opinions and anecdotal evidence cannot  

be considered evidence of Reading and research. 

 

I n  Sect ion  A i t  i s essen t ia l  t h at  can d id at es p r ov id e ev iden ce o f  

h av in g  r ead  Ger m an  t ex t s in  o r d er  t o  p r ep ar e f o r  t h e d eb at e. They 

m ay, in addit ion, m ent ion audio visual sources, or provide stat ist ics, but  the 

Reading and research m arks refer to AO2 (Understand and respond to 

writ ten language)  and so there m ust  be evidence that  a candidate has done 

this.  Can d id at es sh ou ld  m en t ion  t h e t ex t / s t h ey  h av e r ead  b y  n am e. 

 

Sect ion  B   

 

Most  cent res chose suitable follow on topics for sect ion B, which allowed for 

a wide range of quest ions, an opportunity for sophist icated developm ent , 



 
 

 

such as the use of abst ract  concepts and also a wide range of lexis and 

st ructures. 

 

However, som e cent res chose topics which were m ore suited to AS level. 

When select ing the unpredictable topics for discussion in Sect ion B cent res 

need to ensure that  the topics and quest ions are challenging enough for A2 

level. The topics from  the AS specificat ion are, of course, suitable for use in 

this exam inat ion, however, there needs to be evidence of progression from  

AS.  Reproducing AS Level work leads to a poor outcom e.  

 

A2 requires students to show an ability to handle abst ract  concepts. I f a 

teacher/ exam iner asks quest ions in this exam inat ion that  were asked in an 

AS Level exam inat ion, then the evidence of progression m ay well be lim ited.  

This is one reason why apparent ly fluent  and spontaneous perform ances are 

not  awarded as m any m arks as one m ight  expect , as they do not  sat isfy the 

highest  cr iter ia for Spontaneity and developm ent , nor for Crit ical analysis. 

 

Personal quest ions should be avoided as they are not  challenging enough 

and if a candidate at tem pts to draw on personal experience to illust rate a 

point , he/ she should be steered towards talking in a m ore general way.  

 

The topics chosen should be unpredictable, therefore it  is not  acceptable for 

a teacher/ exam iner to prepare a lim ited num ber of topics with the 

candidates and then rotate them  across the teaching group.  

 

When select ing the topics for Sect ion B cent res m ust  refer to the GTAs 

given in the specificat ion. The I A2 General Topic Areas are Technology in 

the Germ an-speaking world, Society in the Germ an-speaking world and 

Ethics in the Germ an-speaking world. I f candidates are asked quest ions on 

these I A2 specific General Topic Areas which do not  place the issues in the 

context  of the Germ an-speaking world, these candidates will be unable to 

access the full range of m arks for Crit ical Analysis. I t  is not  sufficient  for the 

teacher/ exam iner to refer to the Germ an-speaking world in the quest ion, if 

it  is never m ent ioned again in the ensuing discussion. The candidate should 

m ake reference to the Germ an-speaking world in his/ her response. 

 

I n Sect ion B two, or possibly three, topics covered in depth leads to the 

best  outcom e. 

 

 

Sp on t an e i t y  an d  d ev elop m en t  

 

Spontaneity 

The vast  m ajor ity of perform ances were clearly spontaneous however, a few 

were not . A quest ion and answer approach does not  work well here. 

I nstead, teacher/ exam iners should respond to what  the candidate says, 

thus providing candidates with an opportunity to m ove away from  prepared 

m aterial. To access a m ark of 11 or above candidates m ust  dem onst rate 

m any exam ples of spontaneous responses to quest ions. ‘Many’ im plies that  

spontaneity is a clear characterist ic of the test .  

 

Discourse 



 
 

 

Discourse is also assessed as part  of Spontaneity and developm ent .  

Exam iners seek evidence that  both the candidate and exam iner are 

interact ing which each other, beyond a sim ple “one quest ion per issue”  

form at .  When this approach was taken, it  was difficult  to find evidence that  

the discourse elem ent  of the gr id had been addressed, and so m arks were 

unlikely to be in the highest  band. 

 

Fluent  discourse refers to a natural conversat ion within the context  of an 

assessm ent . Discourse describes the exchange of opinion and inform at ion 

on an issue between the candidate and teacher/ exam iner. This m eans that  

each part icipant  addresses the points m ade by the other. The 

teacher/ exam iner m ight , for exam ple ask, “Why do you say that?” , “What  

evidence is there to support  that?” , “ I  agree with you to som e extent ,  

but…” . 

 

Developm ent  

Developm ent  pre-supposes that  the candidate has fully understood the 

Quest ion, and is then able to produce a detailed response, giving m ore than 

a single sentence reply, expanding on an idea and point  of view. The abilit y 

to present  two opposing points of view and the reasons for these, along 

with an evaluat ion would dem onst rate excellent  developm ent .   

 

Qu al i t y  o f  Lan g u ag e ( Ran g e o f  lex is)  

 

Exam iners look for evidence of topic specific lexis as well as com paring what  

they hear to the specified list  of gram m at ical st ructures.  Progression from  

GCSE and AS level is required here;  therefore, the m ost  successful 

perform ances would feature act ive use of a wide range of these elem ents.   

 

Qu al i t y  o f  Lan g u ag e ( Accu r acy )  

 

This accounts for 5 of the 40 possible m arks. A m ark of 5 does not  

const itute fault less language. Nat ive speakers will often, but  not  

necessarily, score 5 m arks here. Non-nat ive speakers m ust  have access to 

the full m arks available here, and the exam iners are standardised with this 

fundam ental pr incipal in m ind. I t  should be noted, that  5 out  of 40 m arks is 

a relat ively sm all proport ion. This will explain why m any gram m at ically 

perfect  perform ances do not  achieve full m arks overall,  as they m ust  also 

sat isfy the cr iter ia in other m ark gr ids. 

 

Read in g  an d  Resear ch  

 

5 m arks are allocated for evidence of Reading and Research. This applies 

purely to Sect ion A where candidates m u st  ci t e  w r i t t en  Ger m an  sou r ces 

as ev id en ce o f  t h e i r  r ead in g  an d  r esear ch . 

 

Cr i t i ca l  An aly sis 

 

Evidence of an abilit y to respond using beliefs, m orals and polit ical views 

beyond the realm  of the m ore concrete topics which form  the basis of AS 

and GCSE work is required at  this level. Candidates should at tem pt  to link 

ideas and to show an abilit y to evaluate, rather than sim ply providing facts. 



 
 

 

They should, where possible, provide evidence for their  views and 

dem onst rate an ability to see both sides of an argum ent . The m ost  

successful candidates provided frequent  exam ples of the abilit y to do this.   

 

Ad v ice f o r  Fu t u r e Ex am in at ion  Session s 

 

Spontaneity should be a clear character ist ic of the test .  

 

For Sect ion A candidates m ust  select  an issue which can be debated, and 

not  only discussed.  The candidate should take a definite stance and the 

teacher/ exam iner the opposing one. I ssues which cannot  be debated will 

have an adverse effect  on the m arks awarded for Spontaneity and 

developm ent  and Crit ical analysis. Cent res are rem inded that  this is a 

debate not  a presentat ion. 

 

For Sect ion A candidates m ust  provide evidence of having read writ ten 

Germ an source m ater ials. They should m ent ion target  language 

newspaper/ m agazine art icles and/ or other writ ten m aterials preferably by 

nam e. They should refer to a m inim um  of two such sources. 

 

Sect ion A should not  exceed 5 m inutes. 

 

I n  Sect ion  B t h e issu es d iscu ssed  sh ou ld  on ly  com e f r om  t h e l i st  o f  

Gen er a l  Top ic Ar eas .  There should be a discussion of at  least  two topics, 

but  two topics is quite sufficient , as this will probably lead to greater depth. 

Th e t op ics se lect ed  sh ou ld  b e ap p r op r ia t e t o  A2  lev el  an d  t h er ef o r e 

ch al len g in g  in  t h e i r  con t en t . 

 

I f the issue being discussed in Sect ion B is part  of the GTA Society in the 

Germ an-speaking world, for exam ple ‘equality ’,  there m ust  be reference to 

a count ry where Germ an is spoken. 

 

I f the issue being discussed in Sect ion B is part  of the GTA Technology in 

the Germ an-speaking world, for exam ple ‘technological innovat ions’, there 

m ust  be reference to a count ry where Germ an is spoken. 

 

I f the issue being discussed in Sect ion B is part  of the GTA Ethics in the 

Germ an-speaking world, for exam ple ‘genet ic m odificat ion’, there m ust  be 

reference to a count ry where Germ an is spoken. 

 

The t im ing for the assessm ent  overall is 11-13 m inutes. I t  is perfect ly 

acceptable for the assessm ent  to be closer to 11 m inutes than 13. There is 

no m erit  in assessm ents exceeding 13 m inutes, as the exam iner stops 

listening at  the 13-m inute point .  

 

 

Su m m ar y  

 

Com m ents on each individual candidate’s perform ance are available on the 

OR3 m ark sheet  which is returned to cent res and cent res are advised to pay 

close at tent ion to these. 

 



 
 

 

The exam iners m arking on the unit  would like to thank cent res for the effort  

they put  in to ensure the assessm ents run sm oothly for their  candidates and 

to allow them  to reach their  full potent ial. The hard work that  goes into 

preparing candidates for exam inat ions is also appreciated and we seek to 

reward this whenever possible.   

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Much work has taken place on the com parabilit y of the speaking units for French, 

Germ an and Spanish. The senior exam iners cont inue to work closely together to 

ensure their  applicat ion of the com m on m arking guidelines is consistent ly applied 

across the three languages.   
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